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Late in 1929 it was felt by Father 
O’Hara that the time had come to make 
more definite progress and the 1929 
tural Life Conference authorized the 
organization of a Committee to carry on 
the parish credit union development. The 
Parish Credit Union National Commit- 
tee of the Social Action Department of 
the N. C. W. C. resulted, with Father 
O’Hara as Chairman and, a most happy 
choice, Miss Linna E. Bresette (Field 
Secretary of the Catholic Conference 
Industrial Problems) as Secretary. This 
Committee has a very strong and influ- 
ential personnel. At the same time the 
3ureau Parish Committee was organized 
within the Bureau. It consists of thir- 
ty-nine credit union members of the 
Catholic faith, well distributed over the 
thirty-two states with credit union laws, 
and has for its purpose to co-operate 
with Father O’Hara’s committee, to fol- 
low up groups interested, and to organ- 
ize such groups as are sufficiently in- 
terested. 
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JON NATIONAL EXTENSION 


THE DECATUR MEETING 
**About the Best Credit Union Meeting I Ever Attended” 


Irom the lewpolnt personal en 
nt meeting of the Decatur credit unions 

iding in Decatur, he ld or \ igust 27, Wa 

ry meeting the editor of the BRIDGE ever 
| enter into that conclusion. To begin with, I 
interrupted my vacation for the forty-ninth time to take a full week out to attend 
the Springfield Credit Union Institute, and when, on the way back from the Insti- 
tute, the Decatur inions did me the very great honor of a complimentary 
dinner meeting I felt that, it being vacation time, I could relax and eniov the meet 
ing as a party as distinguished from the innumerable meetings I attend during 
the year for credit union promotion purposes. Furthermore, Ralph Long and his 
iates were primarily responsible for the meeting. Ralph Long was the first 
convert to the credit union in Decatur and to his splendid enthusiasm, his sus- 
tained, day-after-day plugging to further credit union interest in his vicinity. is 
due not only the fine development now in progress at Decatur, but much credit union 
organization away from Decatur and much of the impetus behind the Illinois 
League Then President T. J. O’Shaughnessy of the Illinois League was there, and 
no one can travel ’round with Tim O’Shaughnessy without thoroughly enjoying the 
association. Again—the meeting was held in the new administration building of the 
Staley Manufacturing Company, probably the finest building of its kind in the world 
The employes’ cafeteria contains, for example, mural decorations showing the evolu- 
tion of the production of corn, which pictures so interested me that I almost forgot 
my speech studying them. Raiph Long says in the September issue of Thrift: “After 
the meeting Mr. Percival headed a tour of the building, the magnificence and splen- 
dor of which few, if any, had seen equalled.” As you stand on the viaduct ap- 
proaching the plant, as night comes on in earnest, the whole top of the building is 
illuminated with colors constantly dissolving one into another — from deep violet to 
blue to orange and blood red and for twenty minutes this ever-changing envel- 
opment of color goes on. Quoting Ralph’s article again “vou’ve got to see it to 
understand how it looks.” At the plant we met Andrew Percival, Assistant In- 
dustrial Manager, who has done so much to make the Staley Credit Union possible, 
and others of his group, together with many of the officers and members of the four 
Decatur credit unions —the Postal Employes, St. James, the Decatur Wabash and 
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Miss FRANCES P. HABERN 
VW chusetts Edito) . 
DIRECTORS MALDEN G. & E. EMPLOYES CREDIT UNION 


Opening Chapter Meeting At the Malden Gas and Electric Company 
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Officers and Directors Armour Employes Co-operative Credit Association (Credit Union) 


Reading left to right: Back rou B. F. Filip, G. W. Boyd, Thomas Scott, Paul Jeck, H. G. Meyer, Attorney, C. R. Orchard 
and B. A. Gai er; third rou John Eckert, E. Cr. Kohans! 4, Lloyd Payne and J. H Jackse : econd rou L. L. Strau hecker, 
F. H. Gree J Beri jan, af OF Van Riper, z. ( Rou and a! iii Mi rti front rou BE S. Waterbury, Hugo HW le- 
gand, Jesse Ervin, Sam Hicks, Frank Derlo, John Urion and M. F. O'Meara. 


THE ARMOUR CREDIT UNION AT OMAHA 


ARE enabled, through the courtesy of C. R. Orchard, te reproduce in this issue of the BRIDGE the above picture of 
the officers and directors of the Credit Union which serves employes of Armour and Company at Omaha, the first 
credit union within this very important industrial unit and also the first credit union of packing house employes in the 
United States. This picture originally appeared in the June issue of The Armour Oval, published by and for Armour 
employes at Omaha, Nebraska At no point within the nationally distributed Armour organization could a 
it union make its initial demonstration more auspiciously than at Omaha. To begin with there are over two thousand 
Armour employes at this point. Of equal importance is the fact that H. G. Meyer, Esq., an Omaha attorney long inter- 
ested in credit union organization in Nebraska, was available, not only to carry on the necessarily long negotiations look- 
ing to the organization of this group, but also to co-operate with Mr. Orchard and his associates to get this credit union 
organized and operating in typical fashion. Finally, we have the very fortunate fact of Mr. Orchard’s interest and en- 
thusiasm for the project and the loyal associates gathered about him in the management. With this combination the 
credit union was bound to succeed. 








This credit union has followed good credit union practice, starting slowly and developing gradually at first, with a lim 
ited number of new members admitted each month so that those who have the management of the credit union in hand may 











become thoroughly acquainted with the routine before there is very much of it. At the end of the first five weeks the credit 
union had 103 members, share payments of $876, with total loans service to that date of $925. The June statement shows an 
increase of membership to 168 with 23 borrowers. Sticking to the rule that but fifty members would be admitted a month 
for a while, the July statement shows 206 members and 37 borrowers, with assets of better than $2,500. Mr. Orchard re- 
cently very kindly forwarded to the editor of the BRIDGE a copy of a comparative statement showing something of the 
progress the credit union had made up to June, which statement also contains a splendid analysis of the underlying purpose 
of credit union organizatior \ later letter from Mr. Orchard (August 22) shows loans to date in excess of $4,400 and the 
certainty of assets of $5,000 by September 1. The BRIDGE extends its tiest congratulations to Mr. Orchard and Mr. 
Meyer and all the Armour folks who have worked so successfully together to give this first credit union within Armour & 
Company ch a fine start in the right direction Certain of its success, the BRIDGE extends to the credit union every good 
wish for a fine and prosperous future; may it be an inspiration to other Arn ir units to “go thou and do likewise.” 


When the Hard Times Are Over A Correction Relative to Exceptionally Interesting 
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The Wichita (R.I.L.) Cre Un 
n¢ f the Kar ploneer getting 
ng fine. We have a recent letter fron 
1? rer E | Lew wh point l 
nat ne credit ul n ¢ ebrated it I 
rthd August 14 I rted with 20 
members and $19 At the close of June, 
1930, it had 51 members with 230 shares 


illy paid up and had made 23 loans av 


r $70 each and had 


raging $7 a total capital 
$ feel,” writes Mr. Lewis 
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em for this place. All of 
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st kick the editor 
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Words of Wisdom from 


Commissioner Stockard 


NOM ot enad . 
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f t r r each hr nad 
dustry among the working class¢ 
} ‘ tn t 
I which statement of fact ma W 
ne add a very hearty ‘Amen’ The one 


and only way to eliminate permanently 
the loan shark ing 
and multiplying credit unions 


nuisance is by increa 


good; 
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THE LITTLE GIANT 
SINE day at the Credi 
ay Union Institute at 

ae 
we 1 reasurer Rohman 
of St. Andrew’s 


Credit Union of St. Louis 
handed Miss Gartland the cut 
which we are very happy t 
reproduce in this issue, as it 
pictures for us the Board of 
Directors of this very excep 
tional credit union. We 
haven't the key to the picture 

recognize in the front 
row Father Mayer, in whos¢ 
parish the credit union oper 







Springfield, Illinois, 


ates, and standing to the ex 
treme right, Barney Barhorst 
of the Credit Union Commit 


parish or 
gan tion in St. Louis and 
VIC) ty At tne Ir 

Mr. Barhorst assured us that 
he had one or two other 
parishes about ready for 
credit union organization 
nd we shall hope to hay 
them in the October list. We 


titrt 
Isti act 








call your attention also par- Directors St. Andrew’s Credit Union 

ticularly to the gentleman 

who sits in the front row, three from the left, who is none other than Mr. Rohman, himself and in persor William F. Roh- 
man, Treasurer of the Credit Union, one of the most important figures in the recently organized Missouri Credit Union 


league, who presided with such ability at the June meeting in Kansas City. We owe a great debt of gratitude to Mr. Roh 
man, not only for showing the way in successful credit union operation through the extremely able manner in which 
ducts affairs at St. Andrew’s, but also because of his services at the [nstitute and for his co-operation at Kansas City. 

We call St. Andrew’s the “Little Giant” because it is playing such an exceptional part in the parish credit union devel 
opment. It was the pioneer parish credit union in the middle west; upon its success depended the whole future of the parish 
program and it came through in extraordinary fashion. It has a rapidly developing membership and increasing assets and 
has performed a fine loans service. It is an outstanding example of the parish credit union in successful operation. We 
in the middle of this particular BRIDGE to take off our editorial cap to St. Andrew’s. 


he con- 


pause 


The First Parish Institute n application to the Bureau. Father J. Rev. Louis N. Zirbes of North Lake, Wis 


(Centtened frum weme 0) M. Campbell gave a splendid address consin. Many others attended the ses 

vile during the afternoon session, having t sion who did not happen to be present at 

With this machinery the campaign do with the development of the credit the time of registration. It was pleasant 
started in January with a circulariza- union in his parish. Barney Barhorst, to see Mr. Poliquin, Mr. O’Shaughnessy, 
tion of priests in the middle-western Chairman of the Credit Union Commit Father Campbell, Mr. Rohman, Mr. Bar- 


states where there are credit union laws. tee of the Catholic Union of Missouri, horst and the others who are doing such 
The circularization to date has been’ gave an interesting talk on the work in effective. work in the parish field. 
confined to this area and the priests Missouri, and Miss Gartland of the 


The meetings were held at the fine 





have been twice circularized. Thirty-one Bureau explained the functions of the huilding of the Springfield Council of the 
parish credit unions have resulted t Bureau Parish Committee, of which she Knights of Columbus. It was the consen 
date, and there is sufficient interest to s Secretary. Those who registered at sus of opinion of those present that the 
warrant the conclusion that there will the sessions, in addition to Father i930 Institute constitutes a fine begi: 
be ten or a dozen additional parish credit O’Hara, Miss Bresette, Miss Gartland, ning. Several new parish credit union 
union pioneers recruited from this Dis- Mr. Doig, Mr. Barhorst, Mr. Rohman, are in various stages of organization, 


It is planned to follow up with Father Campbell and Mr. Bergengren, 


ips and to perfect their org: 


to the meeting, Father 
ncluded Rev. F. Gregory Smith of Lit 








| gan a at Chicago being the 
and on March 1 to transfer the’ tleton, Colorado, Dr. Frank O’Hara, of first of this group to complete organiza- 
rn to the southern states, hoping Washington, D. C., Rev. F. J. Ostendorf tion Great credit is due to Father 
a similar group in that area in of Decatur, Illinois, Rev. F. J. Brummel O’Hara for the fine arrangements which 
the late winter and early spring of Elgin, Illinois, Charles J. Wiedeman: ade this meeting possible 
The Institute plan originated with of Elgin, Rev. Edward Dahmus of Okaw- 
Father O’Hara. { program was pre- ville, Illinois, Rev. J. P. Diggins of -  ¢ 


pared and two sessions arranged, as Alton, Illinois, Rev. Paul A. Teres of . . 1° R 
already indicated. My Bergengren, Alton, Illinois, Rev. W. J. Drummey of Credit Unions and Student Loans 
William F. Rohman (of St. Andrew’s Monmouth, Illinois, Rt. Rev. J. H. We have, e\ 





1 ery now and then, an in- 
Credit Union) and Miss_ Bresette Schlarman, Bishop of Peoria, C. W. quiry as to the possible organization of 
were the speakers in_ the morning Sullivan of Mattoon, Illinois, Rev. H. J. credit unions within college groups and 
session, discussing various phases of Hahn of Earlville, Illinois, Rev. L. P the possible use of the credit union t 
credit inion activity and operating Henkel of Lincoln, Illinois, L. S. Poli- make student loans. The Berea Credit 
methods. Miss Bresette described the quin of Indianapolis (Vice-President of Union, which serves tudents, faculty 
work of her committee and the plans for the Indiana Credit Union League), T. J and townspeople of serea College, 
future development. The afternoon ses O’Shaughnessy of Chicago (President Berea, Kentucky, has made loans to 524 
on was mostly a question and answer’ of the Illinois Credit Union League), orrowers, totaling forty thousand do! 
period conducted by Thomas W. Doig, Rev. Leon A. MeNeill of Wichita, Kan ars since it started doing business in 
who devoted himself to questions whic! sas, Rev. C. A. Ulenberg of Detroit, 1924. We recently received a splendid 
had been submitted having to do with Michigan, J. A. Stockmann of St. Louis, of the work of this credit union 
credit union operation. These questions E. G. Lamprecht of St. Louis, Adolp! T. Welsh which will be dis- 
and the answers have been published in Fischer of Elgin, Rev. Joseph E. Phelar cussed in detail in a subsequent issue of 
leaflet form and the leaflet is available of Chicago. J. E. Winkler of St. Louis. the BRIDGER. 
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» Particularly for Credit Unions 


in Virginia, North Caro- 


lina, Georgia and 
Alabama 


Early in November (see the next 
BRIDGE for the dates) meetings 
will probably be held in Rich- 
mond, Raleigh, Birmingham and 
Atlanta to determine whether or 
not it is desirable to attempt league 
organization in Virginia, North 
Carolina and Alabama and whether 
the by-laws of the Georgia league 
should be so amended as to make 
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possible a budget, a permanent of- 
fice, and the employment of a full- 
time secretary. The purpose 
these meetings is very simplk 


PPC 


Orr 


bring the credit unions together in 
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ase so that credit 
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quaintea 
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at Decatur 
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The Meredith Credit Union 
Coming Along Great! 


mpany 
there 
blishing 


Special Notice for the Directors The Indiana League 


on the Move 


of the Missouri League! Also 


ague tTunctioning 
ind it was this cred 
Burton Olson, who 
eag vut eing we 1 ot an to the credit union mov 
The Pioneers Are Rallying in eect in age age a hide will w men owa. With Pierce and Weste 
luce t idget shall have addi 1 and on and Coenen and Kuel 
Illinois : e rea , , ‘ other credit union foll 
alibre nothing can stop 
elopment The Me 
contained this amazing state 
ment in one of the late spring issue 
their pla will “During the 108 working days between 
Mr. Doig is co-op the day the Meredith Credit Union was 
ve of the central-west rganized and May 20 the Credit Union 
shortly » available | 


loaned more than $20,000 in 150 loan 
That is an average of 1.4 loans a day 


an average of $185.18 a day 





